October 10, 2015 at 9:00 am.
Todd & Cherly Bong’s Residence
317 N. Sampson St
Tremont, IL.
We will be discussing:
finishing up of fall prep
And winter prep for your pond and fish
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Directions :
From East Peoria go East on Rt 74 and turn Right onto Rt. 155
South to Lincoln. Take a Right turn at the Route 9 exit towards
Tremont. As you come down of the ramp onto Route 9 don’t
forget to check out the City’s new sign, that our own Waterfall
Builder Greg Cantrell just completed for the City. You will proceed East on Route 9 to the third intersection which will be N.
Sampson St. and turn right. Their house is on the left in the third
block from Route 9.
Club Dues Are Still Only $20.00
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Rd.
Washington, IL. 61571

Happy
Halloween

I hope everyone enjoyed our meeting at ICC Days. I think we had a turn out of 30
members on an overcast, cool and windy morning. That was really good!
I hope our refresher program on fall prep helped everyone remember all the things
that need to be done in the fall so you can put your pond to bed for the winter in
the best way possible.
We kind of went into some of the winter prep for your pond, but as long as it all
gets done before you shut it down, we’re good.
Now is the time of the year that you have to start checking your water temperature. Remember when the water temperature, not air temperature, drops below 55
degrees and stays there, it’s time to stop feeding your fish. Boy, is that hard, because they are still charging you to be fed, but you can’t.
If you have fall food, I understand you can feed them for a while longer but you
still have to eventually stop feeding them for the year. Keep the balance of your
food tightly sealed so it will stay good until next spring. When the temperature
gets to what degree? I’ve read 55 degrees. We can feed them all over again next
year.
Hopefully your structure has supported your
netting so the majority of your leaves and your
neighbors leaves stay out of the pond. The
more you keep leaves out of the pond right
now, the fewer you’ll have to dip out later.
Checking your netting once in a while for
birds is also a good idea. Because they are
smart enough to figure how to get under the
netting so they can get a drink, but they’re not
smart enough to find a way out.
If anyone has questions or concerns please
bring them up to the group so we can discuss
them. We can all learn from each other. If
you’d prefer, bring your questions to me before we start the meeting and I’ll bring it up
to the members.

2

Prairieland Koi & Pond Society
September 12, 2015-Club Meeting Minutes
The September club meeting was held at ICC. President Vince Smith called the meeting
at 9:05 am. There were 30 members in attendance.
Club Business:
The meeting began by discussing nominations for elected positions. Vince Smith and
Allen Kruger will remain as President and Vice President. Karen Hoffstetter resigned as
the treasurer therefore, Letriana Cantrell resigned as secretary to replace Karen as treasurer. Debra Palmquist will be the new secretary.
The next topic was on fall preparation. Vince discussed the proper PVC pipes needed
for nets used to cover our ponds. The PVC pipes need to be heavy enough to hold the
net up, otherwise it could fall in the pond after a heavy snow. Other suggestions regarding the net is to remove it before winter. It prolongs the life of the net. It is important to
keep the net as clean as possible. If too much debris accumulates on the net it becomes
too heavy and cannot be removed, which could cause the debris to sink back into the
pond. Another problem that can take place is if too much debris accumulates it can suffocate the fish. The best netting to remove leaves effectively is a tent shaped one. Leaves
will slide off the sides instead of creating layers of debris that can be detrimental to the
health of the fish.
Always keep an opening in the ice to prevent fish from dying. One way this can be done
is by using a tank heater. This is very effective but can be $35 a month for a 1000 watt
heater. Another alternative that is not as expensive is a deicer that Vince has created that
takes minimal time and money to build and two 25 watt light bulbs. Materials and directions are available for those that may need them. Please contact Vince. Depending on
the size of the pond it could require more than one to be sufficient.
Just a reminder for those who have a submersible pump, remove it over the winter but
make sure it sits in a bucket of water to prevent it from malfunctioning in the spring.

Rick Moreland is looking for volunteers to host meetings for next year and hosts and
volunteer greeters for next year’s pond tour. If interested please contact him. The October club meeting will be held at Todd and Cheryl Bong’s house.
Respectfully submitted,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary
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Prairieland Koi & Pond Society Banquet

November 14th
Location

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
715 N. 11 th Street Pekin, Illinois
6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Directions to K of C: From East Peoria take Route 29 south into Pekin. At Sheridan Road
turn left. Follow Sheridan till you come to 11th St. turn right, and go till you reach 715 N.
the Knights of Columbus building is on the right.
Meal choices are Fried Chicken $6.95, Prime Rib $17.95

Entrée includes salad, rolls, vegetable, baked potato and coffee or ice tea.
Use the bottom portion of this page to send in your reservation. Please send your reservation with checks payable to PKPS, and mail to:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Road
Washington, IL 61571
----------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY
Name(s) __________________________
Menu Choices: Fried Chicken ___________Prime Rib _____________
In the blank next to the meat choice, indicate the number in your party requesting that entrée.
Phone #_______________________ Amount Enclosed_______________

Please Return YOUR RESERVATION BY OCTOBER 31.
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And we can’t forget all the hard work that Allen and Greg
did along with Brenda setting up of the display for ICC
Days.
This year we tried something different. Allen always bring
his rain chain water feature. So this year we printed up a
handout of the parts needed and how to assemble it. And,
our course, we put the Club name on the handout along with
our website. We also had an advertisement to check out the
website for Pond Tour 2016. The handout was a big success
because we ran out of them. We got our name out there in
an around about way to a lot of new people.
Brenda and
Cheryl
manned the
booth the
whole time
except for
short breaks,
so here's a
big thank you
to them for
making it
through the
cool weather and constant breeze. Thanks again ladies.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of October
Tom Ivey Shelley Rasche
Terry Ray Jane Rinaldo
Curly Thompson Bob Trotter
Joan Trotter
If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me.
For those members who are yearning for our next pond tour,
and you are willing to open up your pond and yard for the tour, get
your name to a board member so we can start planning our tour for
next year. Don’t forget, we will need pond sitter volunteers as well
as ponds for the tour. We will need your help to pull it off.
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If only I had known……
I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you
all have to help. It might be tough for some of us to
admit, but let’s talk about things we wouldn’t do
again. (we won’t call them mis___s)
I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one
thing. We can all learn from our (mis_____s,) and
build better ponds.
When planning the layout of your pond, make sure to
make your plant shelves large enough. After you cover
the back of the shelf with rock, all of a sudden your
shelf is hardly big enough for a pot of plants.
And, it’s not a bad idea to dig some steps into the
side of your pond so you have place you can safely get
in and out of your pond.

Oscar says
remember to
bring your lawn
chairs!
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KOI of the Year
The contest is open to all non board members in the club. Please get your picture to me. Come on guys, I know you have pictures of your fish. We have a few
more members turning in pictures, that’s great. Keep those pictures of your fish
coming. Votes for a crispy 100 dollar bill will be the prize.
Put your name on the back of the picture and let me know if you need the picture back when the contest in finished. The picture has to be submitted no later
than the October club meeting. The winner will be announced at the banquet in
November. That’s another good reason to attend the banquet. So start feeding
those fish so you’ll have the biggest and best KOI in Prairieland Koi & Pond Society. The winner will receive a PKPS award certificate and a fabulous gift,
$100.00 cash!
Remember, it does have to be a picture of a fish currently living in your pond.
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Prairieland Koi & Pond Society

Elections
It’s that time of the year again. Your new nominated Board
Positions are as follows: President Vincent Smith, Vice
President Allen Krugar, Secretary Deb Palmquist, and
Treasurer Letriana Cantrell.
We will take a vote to see it the membership accepts the
Board as stated above.
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Board Meetings

Club Meetings

October 24th Moreland Residence

October 10th Bong Residence

November 21st Clark Residence

November 14th Banquet

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$4,642.42
563.00
1,991.94
$3,213.48
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Vincent Smith
President/Editor
924 W. Ridgemont Rd.

Peoria, IL 61614
309-682-1422
E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net

Chairpersons

Officers

Directors

Vincent Smith Pr esident/
Editor

Greg Cantrell Dir ector

Brenda Smith

Product Mgr of Ways and Means

309-682-1422

309-645-7161

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special
Events
309-682-1422

Allen Kruger

Vice Pr esident

Rick Moreland Dir ector

Senior Director/Web Master

Food And Beverage

217-737-3646

309-694-5057

Letriana Cantrell Secr etar y

Todd Bong Dir ector

309-645-7163

309-256-9582

Karen Hofstetter Tr easur er

Jean Clarke Dir ector

309-699-5155

Membership
309-691-6721

